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 IATEFL CO NFERENCE 2024  
 

IATEFL is a registered charity supporting teachers and local teaching associations 

throughout the world. The International Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign 

Language (IATEFL) conference and exhibition is a beacon of innovation and collaboration 

in the field of English language education. In its 57th annual gathering, held in Brighton 

from 15th to 19th April there were almost two hundred thirty-minute sessions and 

professional development activities daily and in some cases the sessions lasted more 

depending on the topic, presenting different fields of teaching and learning. The speakers 

were educators, researchers, policymakers, industry professionals, publishers, writers, 

university teachers, PhD students converged to explore cutting-edge practices, exchange 

ideas, and envision the future of language teaching. The exhibition was outstanding where 

delegates could browse the latest ELT resources, materials, career opportunities, services, 

publications from international course providers, publishers and digital innovations.  

 



Zarina Subhan: Elt  teacher educator, 
speaker, writer, Freelance  

Alan Maley: Freelance consultant,  Efl 
author, speaker 

 



          EMBRACING  INNO VATIO N:  TH E         
 CO NFERENCE TH EME  

 

Under the overarching theme of ‘Embracing Innovation in Language Teaching,’ the 

conference spotlighted the imperative for educators to adapt and innovate in response to 

evolving educational landscapes and learner needs. With the rapid advancement of 

technology and the increasing diversity of learners, embracing innovation has become a 

cornerstone of effective language instruction. 

 







 K EYNO TE ADDRESSES:  SH APING  TH E FUTURE O F      
   LANGUAGE EDUCATION  

Renowned experts in language teaching delivered keynote addresses that set 

the tone for the conference. Speakers delved into topics such as the 

integration of artificial intelligence (AI) in language learning, the role of 

virtual reality (VR) in creating immersive language experiences, and the 

importance of inclusive pedagogies in catering to diverse learner 

populations. These thought-provoking sessions sparked discussions on how 

educators can harness technology and pedagogical innovations to enhance 

learning outcomes. 

 





     EXPLO RING  EMERG ING  TRENDS:  

 

Throughout the conference, participants engaged in sessions exploring emerging trends in 

language teaching. Technology integration emerged as a prominent theme, with 

presentations on using AI-powered language learning platforms in listening, writing, 

speaking incorporating gamification elements to increase student engagement and language 

acquisition.  

 



Inclusive practices underscored the importance of catering to different learning 

styles and fostering an inclusive learning environment based on empathy, 

acceptance, respect, fairness and no judgement. Empathy was strongly highlighted 

and teachers can  achieve it by being curious about students, observing them, 

finding out who they are and what they like. Remembering their names and what 

they like is a strong start especially for students who are afraid of learning a 

language or have a negative experience and empathy fosters a sense of safety, 

belonging and community. It is vital for teachers to remember what it is like to be 

a student, go to our students’ heart, understand them more to make their journey 

of language learning effective and memorable.  

 





Students’ wellbeing literacy was also pointed out and it is what we can be 

and do with wellbeing language for the purpose of wellbeing. It is an 

important capability for learners to thrive in education and personal life. 

Teachers are like conductors who must find out what students know, what 

they need to know and promote learning in an environment based on 

positive emotions and relationships. Learners should be engaged in 

activities which make their learning meaningful and feel they achieve 

something.  Teaching topics like dealing with emotions, stress, building 

confidence and generally topics they can relate to can help them unveil 

feelings and thoughts to feel lighter and happier.   

 

 

 



Students do not know what they want to 

know, so teachers can promote concept-

based learning based on mindset, 

scaffolding and transfer. Asking different 

questions for different purposes can make 

learners think and wonder and they in 

return can understand concepts to apply in 

different situations. Concept-based 

learning enhances creativity, critical 

thinking, improves social skills, develops 

problem solving skills, resilience and can 

make learners more autonomous. 

 



Multimodality sessions on multimodal 
approaches were also discussed, meaning 
the use of more than one mode of 
communication in the classroom like visual, 
linguistic, aural and spatial to promote 
learning. Posters, videos, films, projects, 
debates are attempts of representation and 
forms of communication which enable 
them to promote critical thinking, cultivate 
skills of survival and these can be achieved 
through multimodal literacy.  

 



All the trends and practices mentioned above, which can be used in a 

language learning environment, can have no validity, unless measurement 

takes place. Collecting data from students in terms of evaluation of 

language learning and reporting the evaluation results, are essential 

measurements of learning, which lead to learners’ and teachers’ 

development. It was commented that educators tend to collect data and 

although they evaluate them, they do not report the data and this does not 

promote improvement or change of  wrong practices and methodologies  .                                                            

 



 
 
 
 

BEYOND THE 
TRADITIONAL 
CLASSROOM: 

RESEARCH 
INSIGHTS:  

BRIDGING THEORY 
AND PRACTICE  

Innovative pedagogical approaches took 
centre stage, with educators sharing 
strategies for implementing task-based 
learning, flipped classroom models, and 
project-based learning. These approaches 
emphasize active learning, collaboration, 
and real-world application of language 
skills, empowering learners to become 
active participants in their language 
acquisition journey and obtain skills for 
their future survival. The conference 
provided a platform for researchers to 
present their latest findings and insights 
into language acquisition, assessment, 
teacher development, and educational 
policy.  

 



From empirical studies to theoretical frameworks, research presentations offered valuable 

insights that bridge the gap between theory and practice, informing evidence-based 

approaches to language teaching and learning. In terms of teaching and learning these 

included the importance of using resources like literature (poetry), philosophy and 

research-based evidence when writing a composition or doing problem solving tasks to 

promote learners’ critical thinking and expand their knowledge. There was strong emphasis 

on collecting feedback by learners for checking their understanding and there was special 

attention to formative assessment including games, exit slips or quizzes. It was also 

highlighted that teachers enhance students’ writing skills and reflection by discussing with 

them on the corrected piece of work and making suggestions in terms of vocabulary, ideas 

or expression. It was also noted that teachers’ self-reflection based on the collected 

feedback can lead to their professional development and student’ learning. 

 



BEST PRACTICES AND CO LLABO RATIVE       
   O PPO RTUNITIES  
 

Participants also had the opportunity to exchange best practices, share 

success stories, and engage in collaborative discussions. This facilitated 

connections among attendees, fostered a sense of community and 

collaboration that extended beyond the conference walls. From grassroots 

initiatives to international partnerships, educators explored collaborative 

opportunities aimed at advancing language education on a global scale. 

 



C O N C L U S I O N :  A  V I S I O N  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E  

 

As the IATEFL Conference 2024 drew to a close, attendees left inspired and equipped with 

new ideas, strategies, and connections to bring innovation in language teaching. The 

conference served as a testament to the collective dedication of language educators 

worldwide to embrace innovation, foster inclusive learning environments, and empower 

learners to thrive in an increasingly interconnected world. 

In the spirit of continuous improvement and collaboration, educators are poised to harness 

the transformative power of innovation to shape the future of language education, ensuring 

that learners of all backgrounds have access to quality language instruction that equips 

them with the skills they need to succeed in the 21st century. 

 





GREETINGS-GRATITUDE  

I would like to thank P.A.E.T for giving me this great opportunity and 
honour to attend the 57th iatefl conference and gain knowledge, make new 
friends and have a memorable experience. I love Benjamin Franklin’s words: 
‘Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn’ 
and a quote by Socrates’: ‘The only true wisdom is in knowing you know 
nothing.’’  





N E W  F R I E N D S :  A S S O C I AT E S  F RO M  T U R K E Y,  G R E E C E  
K A Z A K H A S TA N ,  P O L A N D ,  B A RC E L O N A ,  F I N L A N D   

 

 





J E A N  T H E U M A  T H E  
A S S O C I AT E S ’ C O O R D I N ATO R  

 

She made all the associates from 
different countries to feel welcome and 
comfortable. Her sweet smile, positive 
mood and activities helped associates to 
share thoughts, experiences,  problems 
and make suggestions. 



                   CHEERS TO NEW FRIENDS 







YOU CAN WATCH 2024 PLENARIES AND 
IATEFL WEBINARS ON YOUTUBE 














